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THE DILEMMA OF TODAY: BALANCING HUMAN
RIGHTS PROTECTION, ENABLING THE SURGE OF
INNOVATION AND RECOGNIZING THE PLACE FOR
REGULATION IN A PANDEMIC -BATTLING WORLD.
JOSEPH ONELE

his is not business as usual. There is simply

nothing usual about the business of fighting
against the odds of Covid-19, absolutely nothing.
These times are unlike any other, and therefore the
mind-set, innovation, core considerations and
approaches to tackle them must be guided, properly-
thought, extensively-analyzed, and definitely, like no
other.

Simply shut your eyes, open your mind and imagine that
some individual had dared to suggest or merely pre-
empt even a full year ago that the global community
would today be faced with just one-tenth of the peculiar
challenges induced by the grand impact or just the
ripple effects of the Covid-19 pandemic unleashed on
the world presently, it would have seemed impossible to
believe or sounded like a dull, well-crafted fiction
marked dor only babies fresh from breastfeedingd

But here we are! The world was brought to its knees but
is certainly not off its knees. Humanity is at war, but
humanity battles on! The Covid-19 pandemic has
certainly been a phenomenon that has not only ravaged
lives and economies but also shaped the course of laws
and policies. Critical issues relating to human rights,
labour matters, intellectual property, and more have
emerged, many of which several legal regimes across
the globe did not anticipate. In our Feature Interview
tagged fBetting the Rules for a New World Ordero
we talk to Professor Dire Tladi on the impact of the
Covid-19 Pandemic on Intemational Law, Human
Rights, and State Responsibility. He also shares with us
his professional experience, the multifarious roles of
international law in these dire times, and much more.

In every sphere and sector of human endeavour, radical
realities are setting in; innovation is advancing at a pace
certainly not projected by causations relatable to human
elements. Governments are pushing policies to save
lives, save the economy, and save freedom. But how
best do African regimes approach the challenges of this
day with the core understanding that Rights must not be
denied, even when specific restrictions may be
necessitated by an undeniable inevitability to defeat the
pandemic or at least stop its rapid strides? Professor

Legal Pages Magazine

Dan Kuwali expounds fully on this topical issue in his
highly insightful, knowledge-laden, and policy-vital piece
"Decoding COVID-19 and Human Rights in Africaa

Tolu Olaloye rings her Intellectual Property (IP)
expertise as she casts the intellectual beam lights on
the convergence point between Indigenous IP Rights
and IP Rights in Africa in her study, A Factsheet on
the Intersection of Indigenous Intellectual Property
Rights and Intellectual Property Rights in Africa;
Amidst Covid-19 Outbreaka In determining of what
relevance exactly are technology, Artificial Intelligence
(Al), and innovation to present-day practice and the

future of law', Mark A. Cohen, in the GFutureLa wy e r

talks to us about how the current global pandemic will
reshape legal services and the need for innovation in
legal practice. Sports Lawyer & Consultant Tosin
Akinyemi unrolls his viable legal roadmap to reposition
the Nigerian Professional Football League (NPFL) and
propel it to the next level of administrative and structural
efficiency in fRepositioning the Nigerian Professional
Football League (NPFL), Post Covid-19a

In the Legal Pages Lawyer Interview, we interview
Space Law & Aviation Lawyer Ruvimbo Samanga on
how the legal space is highly promising for disruptive-
minded practitioners brave enough to venture into
unchartered and unheralded practice areas. We also
guarantee that our engaging and intriguing Legal Pages
Law Students Interview with the victorious Moot Team
from Strathmore Law School, Winners of the African
Regional Rounds, John H. Jackson Moot Court
Competition will either inspire or challenge you (we
hope both!).

As the world surges forward in the direction of
innovation, African countries are equally trudging along
(albeit leisurely in most cases), not to be outdone or left

behind in the old times while the 6t e ¢ h n onlew g i

d a w bréezes in. Damilola Oyebayo practically puts
into proper perspective the relevant issues interrelated
with the advent of Artificial Intelligence in Nigeria's
Financial Services Industry in his astute research article
"Artificial Intelligence in Ni g e r Anang@ial Services
Industry: Ethical and Legal Issuesa
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